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Summary
The Port of Benton is home to the USS Triton Sail Park, which houses USS Triton (586). Triton was 

one of the first nuclear-powered submarines, operated solely by dual nuclear reactors, direct 

descendants of Hanford reactors, including B Reactor. Hanford, a federally-owned site located north 

of Richland, WA, is one of the top-secret cities created during WWII, and the location of where the 

plutonium that ultimately contributed to ending the war, was developed.  With a rich nuclear history, 

the Port of Benton reached out to the Navy in 2011 to inquire about acquiring USS Triton upon its 

decommissioning. 

USS Triton was commissioned in 1959 and at the time, was considered the largest, most powerful 

submarine ever built. Triton's first mission was the historic Operation Sandblast, the first 

circumnavigation of the globe, entirely submerged and undetected and led by WWII hero, Captain 

Edward Beach. The top-secret expedition proved invaluable to the U.S., gathering valuable 

oceanographic data and demonstrating the crew's endurance and the submarine's capabilities 

during the Cold War.  The submerged circumnavigation covered 26,723 nautical miles, and generally 

followed the route famed explorer, Ferdinand Magellan had attempted to navigate in 1521.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower presented Captain Edward Beach with the Legion of Merit and 

Triton's crew received the Presidential Unit Citation. The New York Times described Triton's mission 

as "a triumph of human prowess and engineering skill, a feat which the United States Navy can rank 

as one of its bright victories in man's ultimate conquest of the seas."

The Port of Benton felt it was important to re-tell the story of Operation Sandblast and honor the 

original crew for the significance of Triton's impact on the Nuclear Age.  At the time of the original 

mission, a significant Cold War event took place, which caused the cancellation of an official 

recognition ceremony and the sailors essentially, went back to work.  The Port felt it was due time to 

host a ceremony that truly embodied the incredible achievement of Operation Sandblast.
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Challenges & Opportunities
Challenges
The USS Triton Sail Park is located in north Richland and situated at the beginning of the four-mile 

Richland Riverfront Trail, which connects with the 23-mile paved Sacajawea Heritage Trail, a 

beautiful and educational pathway through the area's three cities. Although in a picturesque and 

serene location, many residents are unaware of the Sail Park's existence, Triton's significant 

nuclear history, and Operation Sandblast.

Operation Sandblast crew members live around the country, making it difficult to connect with them 

and also making it difficult for them to travel to the ceremony.

Opportunities
The Port of Benton has been working to obtain grant funding for a Museum and Visitor Center, 

which would be located across the street from USS Triton Sail Park. The Museum ultimately will 

showcase Triton, Operation Sandblast, archives and first-hand stories from sailors who served 

aboard Triton.

The Port was able to connect with original sailors from the Operation Sandblast mission and worked 

with them to create a memorable and personal recognition ceremony to honor their achievement, 

acquiring photos and documents from the sailors to present at the ceremony.

The Port worked with Washington State University Tri-Cities Hanford History Project to obtain oral 

histories from three of the original sailors while they were in the area for the ceremony.

The Port hopes to educate the community about Triton’s nuclear-powered reactors and align current 

Port economic development initiatives such as Advanced Manufacturing and Clean Energy with the 

many capabilities and advantages of nuclear power.
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Communication Plan Objective: Develop tour resources to 

expand the offerings and use of the USS Triton Sail Park

• Expand the offerings and use of the USS Triton Sail Park from the 

Public Access focus area

• Expand and enhance USS Triton Sail Park tour materials

• Expand and enhance USS Triton Sail Park webpage

• Include photos of visitors inside the sail

• Add updated brochure and other support materials to the webpage

Mission

PORT OF BENTON

STEM TOURISM RESOURCES

COMMUNICATION & MARKETING ACTIONS 

2021 - 2022
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Mission

Note: The White Bluffs STEM & Visitor Center is proposed to be located on Port-owned land 

near the USS Triton Sail Park at the northern end of the Technology and Business Campus. 

This center is envisioned as a destination facility showcasing the scientific innovations of the 

Tri-Cities and its Hanford regional partners, providing immersive educational and research 

opportunities for visitors.

The proposed center will also accommodate bus access and parking from visiting tour groups 

and schools. Shuttle and/or pedestrian access to the Port of Benton high dock on the 

Columbia River is also proposed to facilitate water taxi service to and from the 

REACH Museum, Howard Amon Park, river-based hotels and restaurants, and the Kennewick 

Wine village, or for tour groups opting for a river tour experience to the Manhattan Project 

National Historical Park.

Once fully developed, it is projected up to 100,000 visitors per year may visit the center.

PORT OF BENTON

STEM TOURISM RESOURCES

COMMUNICATION & MARKETING ACTIONS 

2021 - 2022
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Planning & Programming
Goal

The Port of Benton aims to raise awareness on the impact and significance of USS Triton and the 

role Triton played in the Nuclear Age, including highlighting the remarkable top-secret Operation 

Sandblast mission.

Work with Partners

Visit Tri-Cities – Continue work with Visit Tri-Cities to update or expand its STEM tourism 

itineraries to include the USS Triton Sail Park tour, including the development of a virtual tour of 

the sail to cross-promote.

Manhattan Project National Historical Park – Work together to cross-promote tour opportunities, 

as the MPNHP provides tours to the B Reactor, where in WWII, the plutonium was created that 

ultimately ended the war in the Pacific. Cross-promote the beginning of the nuclear age started 

locally in Richand, WA and tying in Triton's personal nuclear connection.

LIGO (Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory) – Work together to cross-

promote STEM tourism and the presence of science in the community.

REACH Museum – Work together to cross-promote STEM tourism attractions and develop more 

of a presence in the REACH Cold War gallery.
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Objectives

• To honor and recognize the original crew of Operation Sandblast

• To engage the community, including STEM partners, with the ceremony

• To increase recognition for USS Triton, including its impact during the Nuclear Age 

and the historic milestone achievement of Operation Sandblast

• To create buzz and excitement from various media outlets (i.e. print, digital, social)

• To increase awareness in STEM tourism

• To freshen up the USS Triton Sail Park and Triton Sail

Audience

• Operation Sandblast crew and family

• Triton crew from later missions

• Elected officials

• Community partners

• Community 

Planning & Programming
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Actions
Strategies

• Worked with Operation Sandblast crew and family members to select a date 

that coincided with the 62-year anniversary of the original welcome home 

ceremony

• Aimed to create a jubilant atmosphere, similar to what the crew saw upon return 

in 1960

• Recreated the Port lobby as an exhibit space with Triton-themed giveaways and 

refreshments

• Invited local partners and elected officials

• Worked towards creating a level of excitement towards the event

• Offered a livestream feature for those unable to attend in-person
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Actions

• Issued a press release and marketing flyer to promote the event through social 

media channels; issued several social media posts

• Created individual posters for each crew member who would be attending the 

ceremony to tell their own story

• Created plaques that represented the Operation Sandblast mission

• Designed Operation Sandblast magnet

• Studied archives, websites and books to acquire as much knowledge as possible 

about Triton and Operation Sandblast

• Developed banners and yard signs that were identical to what was used in 1960

• Spoke with numerous sailors and family, including Captain Beach's widow, Ingrid 

Beach while planning the event

• Prepared USS Triton Sail Park as a location for livestream feature

• Pitched the story to local media

• The Port of Benton Commission approved Proclamation 22-01, Honoring the 

Original Crew of Operation Sandblast to present at the ceremony

• Worked with City of Richland to confirm attendance of Mayor Michael Alvarez and 

his own presentation of the City proclamation

• Created event day checklist with the Port of Benton facility team

• Repainted Triton, following US Navy specs
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Implementation

• Created a museum style reception in 

the Port lobby and invited the 

attendees to visit

• Port staff was stationed around Triton, 

offering tours of the bridge and 

conning tower

• Port staff provided courtesy shuttle to 

offer attendees easy navigation

• Worked with local VFW to present a 

color guard ceremony

• Unveiled updated Triton fact panels at 

USS Triton Sail Park

• Introduced updated Triton brochure

• Developed event hashtag to display 

digitally
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Outcomes
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Above: Port of Benton Commissioner Lori Stevens 
presents Chief Petty Officer, Marion Windell, RMCA 
with a recognition plaque.
Below: City of Richland Mayor Alvarez presents 
Robert Perkins, RM2 with a recognition plaque.

Above: Port of Benton Commission 
President Christy Rasmussen presents John Kuester, 
CS3 with a recognition plaque. Below: Port of 
Benton Commissioner Roy Keck presents Allen 
Steele, TM3 with a recognition plaque.
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Congressman Dan Newhouse 
prepared a Congressional Record 
to present to the crew in 
attendance.

Port of Benton Commission presented 
Proclamation 22-01, honoring 
the crew of Operation Sandblast.

City of Richland Mayor Michael 
Alvarez presented a proclamation 
honoring the crew of Operation 
Sandblast.
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Outcomes

Posters included the names of every sailor 
aboard Triton during Operation Sandblast.
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Outcomes

Above: Updated Triton brochure Above
Right:  Schematic poster Bottom Right: 
Plaque
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Outcomes

Original crew posters
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Outcomes

Interesting fact postersA
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Outcomes

Port lobby featuring exhibit pieces and 
Triton-themed magnets and cookies
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Outcomes

Expansive 
digital reach
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Press Received

NBC Right Now

KEPR TV

YakTriNews.com

Tri-Cities Senior Times

KONA News Radio

Watch the event here!
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https://www.nbcrightnow.com/news/port-of-benton-honors-original-uss-triton-sandblast-mission-crewmembers/article_61c3b432-d283-11ec-a900-d7af8f7aa94e.html?fbclid=IwAR1KZSMV3jukhrQxoa154B39X8vLlVOSeSX_dj_F_0lBY3ZthX6kua1Rwb8
https://keprtv.com/news/local/port-of-benton-honors-uss-tritons-top-secret-mission-crew-members?fbclid=IwAR3j055g01jG5r3W9jJcOdUeZrm3_0rVSS6e4aV3EmpeOunFWb8S8uEw0tU
https://www.yaktrinews.com/port-of-benton-to-honor-uss-triton-crew-members/?fbclid=IwAR2qQanIlcWwInZo4OiL_a0st7YEpc6rypctSLwM750OqCRYva4uvFWL-0A
https://issuu.com/tricomp/docs/st_16_pg_may_2022
https://www.610kona.com/port-of-benton-honors-u-s-s-triton-operation-sandblast-crew-that-secretly-sailed-the-globe/?fbclid=IwAR1jpbQrAGoIxX_8r8_nw4ix1LmTNJiQ5ritYsifsVwxr7MPNMc4qwsmxFE
https://portofbenton.com/tritonevent/
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Thank you 
messages
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More thank you 
messages



The Port of Benton has received more than 40 requests for personal tours of Triton 

since the May 12, 2022, ceremony.

The Port plans to continue building partner relationships with the goal to expand 

STEM tourism in the area, with Triton being a showcased STEM asset.

The Port will continue to align Triton’s nuclear history with community and state 

Clean Energy and Advanced Manufacturing initiatives. 

The Port has received additional Triton-related archives from past crew members to 

add to the collection, with hopes of displaying at the future museum.
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